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Dellupi Arte opens its exhibition season with a show dedicated to three masters of abstract
art: Hans Hartung, Toshimitsu Imai and Paul Jenkins.

From 9 November 2023 to 12 January 2024, Dellupi Arte will host in its spaces a tribute to
these protagonists of the post-war period, each of whom was able to transform the pictorial
language of abstraction with their own specificities. Presenting a selection of paintings, the
exhibition focuses on works created exclusively between the 1950s and 1960s, representing a
particularly creative moment in the research of the three painters, who were committed to
combining innovative artistic techniques, lyricism and pictorial imagination.

Pioneers of the abstract language, Hartung, Imai and Jenkins were indispensable figures of
the post-war art scene, profoundly influencing subsequent generations of artists.

From the 1960s onwards, Hartung refined the technique of ‘grattage’, which consists of
scratching with various tools the still-fresh layer of paint that has just been spread on the
surface of the canvas or intervening on baryta paper supports. The sign, the stylistic feature of
his entire oeuvre, is transformed into a free flow of visual energy and immediate intuition,
visible in the works on display characterised by a quivering and vital language. Exemplar of
his art, a series of canvases are exhibited, most of them made between 1962 and 1963, such as
the impressive T1963-H26, testifying to Hartung's incredible compositional, chromatic and
expressive variety.

"If the notion of complexity is about to replace the eminently classical notion of simplicity, the
work that Imai proposes to us is the most apt to bear witness to this transition". It is with
these words that Michel Tapié describes Imai’s painting, an artist who, thanks to the French
critic and his relations with Georges Mathieu and Sam Francis, succeeded in fusing the
novelties of the European informal language with a typically Japanese sensibility. Among the
canvases on show is the vibrant and dynamic Soleil, 1963, emblematic of his interest in the
potential of colour and experimentation with pictorial matter, visualised in the artist's
gestural engagement with the canvas.

One of the most important American abstract post-war artists, Jenkins' art is characterised by
its powerful chromatic and compositional energy, consisting of superimpositions of colour
nuances, opacity and transparencies. Avoiding the use of the paintbrush, the artist juxtaposes
drips of colour, which he guides and spreads on the canvas with an ivory knife. In the
monumental Phenomena of Octane (1959), the artist proposes his own definition of colour,
light and space on the surface of the canvas, allowing the colour to flow freely to create

unprecedented pictorial effects.
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Hans Hartung was born in 1904 in Leipzig. He studied art history and philosophy at the
University of Leipzig, the Dresden Academy and later in Munich with Max Doerner. In 1922,
he began to work on abstract drawings; at the same time, he also denied form in a series of
watercolours. After the Second World War, he returned to France, settled in Antibes and
resumed painting. The father of Lyrical Abstractionism, Hartung's compositions are
determined by instinctive gestures, from which spots of liquid colour emerge randomly,
violent strokes of the brush, producing 'feathers’, spirals, arabesques and peculiar marks
produced by 'scratching' the still fresh paint. In 1956 he received the Guggenheim
International Prize and in 1960 the Grand Prize for painting at the Venice Biennale.

Toshimitsu Imai was born in Kyoto in 1928. His early painting style is reminiscent of the
Fauves. Following his first solo exhibition in Japan, he moved to Paris and exhibited at the
Salon de I'Art Sacré in 1953. Influenced by the critic Michel Tapié, Imai switched from
figurative art to abstraction and took part in the Informal movement in 1955. In 1956, Imai
organised the Exposition Internationale de I'Art Actuel in Tokyo, causing the 'informal storm’
in Japan. In 1982, he returned to Paris and his works were exhibited for two years at the
Centre Georges Pompidou.

Paul Jenkins was born in Kansas City in 1923. In 1948 he moved to New York where he met
Rothko, Pollock, Lee Krasner and Newman. In 1953, he travelled to Europe, before settling in
Paris, where his first solo exhibition at Studio Facchetti took place in 1954. Based between
New York and Paris, his works are characterised by broad overlapping colour casts, often
using primary colours, which create effects of transparency and translucent visions. Defined
as an "abstract phenomenalist”, Jenkins titles his works with the term "Phenomena", followed
by a key word or phrase.
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